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Newton Free Library <newtonell@minlib.net> Tue, Sep 7, 2021 at 2:53 PM
To: ntnall@minlib.net

English Language Learning and Literacy Newsletter

September 2021

The Power of YouTube

One of the keys to improving in a language is having a large amount of input.
This means reading or listening to as much material — articles, books, TV
shows, podcasts, music, and so on — as you can, as long as it’s at an
appropriate level. I know from my own experience learning languages how
valuable YouTube is for this sort of content, so it’s one of the first things I
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recommend to students learning English. There are many YouTube channels
(collections of videos produced by one person or organization) devoted to
English learning. Some of my favorites are Speak English with Vanessa,
Rachel’s English, English with Jennifer, English Class 101, and VOA Learning
English (see last month’s newsletter for more about VOA). 
 
Lower-level students can increase their comprehension by turning on subtitles
and reducing the speed of videos. Higher-level students can use YouTube to
find videos intended for native speakers about topics that interest them: food,
soccer, politics, interior design, whatever. This will give them the vocabulary
they need to discuss those topics, and they’ll be highly motivated to keep
watching. 
 
If you’re interested in learning more about teaching English with YouTube, I will
be leading an upcoming workshop on this topic. It will include recommended
videos and channels, tips for using YouTube more effectively, and an
introduction to educational websites that are integrated with YouTube, such as
YouGlish and Edpuzzle. There will be two sessions: Monday, September 27,
from 2:00 to 3:30 PM, and Friday, October 1, from 10:00 to 11:30 AM. Click on
one of the links to sign up. 
 
Also, if you missed last month’s workshop on tutoring via Zoom, please contact
me for the recording. If you would like help setting up a Zoom meeting and
using basic Zoom features, just let me know!

From the ELL and Literacy Collection

Have you ever wondered why Spanish speakers often say “I have 40 years”
instead of “I am 40 years old,” why Russian speakers frequently omit articles
like “a” and “an,” and why Japanese speakers have difficulty with “L” and R”
sounds? Then check out Learner English, edited by Michael Swan and
Bernard Smith. It’s a fascinating exploration of the ways students’ native
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languages influence their acquisition of English. Each chapter is devoted to a
different native language. Some of the discussion of phonology (sounds) can
get a bit technical, but I’m sure you’ll find many interesting tidbits about
grammar, vocabulary, cultural differences, and more!

Program News

• There will be an online information session for new tutors on Thursday,
September 9, at 2:00 PM. I will give an overview of the ELL program and
discuss the tutor training workshops scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons in September and October. If you or someone you know is
interested, here is the link to sign up.
 
• There will be 19 group classes starting this month, including two planning to
meet in person. The list of classes is here. I have already shared it with
students, but in case I missed anyone, feel free to share it yourself. Most
classes require registration (and some of those are already full), but a few are
drop-in.
 
• Last month we assessed a small number of new students, most of whom
have been matched with tutors. More students will be assessed this month. If
you are interested in helping assess students — an opportunity to contribute to
the program and meet interesting people, without making a long-term
commitment — please let me know!
 
• A volunteer is looking for a Hebrew tutor. If you or someone you know is
interested, please contact me.
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In honor of International Literacy Day on September 8, thank you to all of who
have been a part of this program. Your work has helped so many learners
improve their reading and writing skills, become more confident speakers of
English, and accomplish their goals.
 
As always, if you have any questions or comments, feel free to reach out to
me. You can email, call, or stop by my office on the third floor of the library.
 
Until next time,
Andrew
 
Andrew Shapira

ELL and Literacy Coordinator
Newton Free Library
330 Homer Street
Newton, MA 02459

617-796-1364

https://www.newtonfreelibrary.net/ell/

Newton Free Library

330 Homer Street, Newton, MA 02459

617-796-1360

www.newtonfreelibrary.net

Manage your Newton Free Library email preferences. 
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