
English Language Learning and Literacy Newsletter
March/April 2022

ELL Bulletin Board and Upcoming Roundtables

Have you and your learner read a memorable book together? Did you recently come
across a great educational website? Do you have a teaching tip that you'd like to share
with others? Then check out the ELL program's Padlet, a new way to exchange
resources and ideas with fellow tutors. Think of it as an online bulletin board where
you can write, share links, upload �les, comment on others' posts, and more.
 
To contribute, just click on the link above, then click on the plus sign in one of the
columns — no login required. Write your idea in the box that pops up; to add anything
besides text, click on the three horizontal dots, then choose one of the options. When
you’re done, click “Publish.”
 
If you have a recommendation for other volunteers, or if you just want to see what
others have recommended, this is the place. I look forward to seeing your many great
ideas!
 
In addition, there will be two more tutor roundtables later this month: Saturday, April
23, and Monday, April 25, both at 2:00 PM on Zoom. This is an opportunity to share
experiences and learn from other volunteers, new and veteran alike. Bring your
questions, challenges, suggestions, and successes! Click on one of the links above to
sign up.

Citizenship Resources

The ELL website has a new section for learners who are preparing for U.S. citizenship.
It has links to sites where learners can practice for the civics test, such as Preparing
for the Oath, and study vocabulary from the citizenship application. There are also
links to free online citizenship courses, such as USA Learns, and recommended
YouTube channels with sample interviews. If you know anyone who has applied for
citizenship or is planning to apply soon, please share this resource! 

Also, keep in mind that the ELL collection on the third �oor of the library has some
great citizenship materials. Two books that I would recommend are Voices of
Freedom (in a new edition, updated to re�ect the current presidential administration)
and Citizenship: Passing the Test, which focuses on the essential information that
students need to learn to pass the civics test and the interview.

Darkness and Light

In December I shared information about those who applied for a tutor in 2021. Not
surprisingly, in the �rst three months of this year there has been an uptick in students
applying from Ukraine and Russia; together they represent the largest share of the
approximately 75 learners who have applied for a tutor thus far in 2022.
 
Afghan refugees have also arrived in the area. While none of them have applied to the
ELL program directly, some of our devoted ELL volunteers have been matched with
Afghan learners through other organizations. In addition, Afghan learners have visited
the library and borrowed books from the ELL collection.
 
These new members of the Newton community serve as a reminder that ELL programs
like ours are a re�ection of the political, economic, and military forces shaping our
world today. By helping these newcomers learn English and adjust to their new lives in
the United States — often while dealing with trauma and the stress of immigration —
we counteract some of the darkness of war, destruction, and economic hardship with
our own light. Thank you for being part of this program and helping to create that light.

Program News

New classes and conversation groups — both online and in person — are starting
this month. There are several drop-in classes, which learners can join anytime.
Among the other classes are interesting offerings like “Walking on Newton’s
Trails and at Historic Spots,” “Reading Plays and Poetry Aloud,” and “Talking
About Art and Museums.” (These three are currently full.) More information is on
the ELL website.

There will be workshops for new volunteers — as well as veteran volunteers
interested in a refresher — on Monday and Wednesday mornings starting later
this month. If you’re interested or know someone who might be, please let me
know.

The ELL study room on the third �oor of the library is �lling up fast! If you would
like to use it to meet with your learner, please contact me.

Until next time,
Andrew
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