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MICHIGAN TEACHER TRAINING

Keith Folse is back! After his very popular workshop on common grammar issues in
November, Keith will be joining us again at the end of the month, this time focusing on
strategies for teaching grammar to English learners. Here is the description of the
event:

Three of the most important aspects of learning a new language are grammar,
vocabulary, and pronunciation, and this workshop will focus on the teaching of
grammar. We will discuss some specific strategies for teaching grammar to adult
learners. We will first look at an overview of four possible scenarios:

* a100% grammar lesson

» atask-based lesson that includes grammar
 aconversation class that includes grammar
 an English class with no overt focus on grammar

Through these scenarios, we will consider different options for including grammar in
your ESL/ELL lessons. We will also address which kinds of practice might be effective,
as well as how to deal with errors. This session will include a Q&A period, so please
come prepared with your questions.

This event will take place on Wednesday, May 31, at 6:30 PM on Zoom. You can
register here. If you are interested in watching the recording of Keith's November

workshop or the follow-up that | led in February, please let me know. | hope you join us
on the 31st!

News for You Online

News for You

Learn to read. Read the news.

Some of you might remember using News for You Online with your learner in the past.
| am happy to share that tutors in our program can now access the site again.

News for You, which is updated weekly, features articles on current events and human
interest stories, all adapted for English learners. You can listen to the articles being
read aloud (just click on a sentence to jump to that part), and key vocabulary is
highlighted (just move your mouse over a word to see the definition). Each week there
are exercises related to the articles, crossword puzzles, word searches, and a teacher’s
guide. There is also a section with many teaching tips. You can find some sample
articles here.

Articles for English learners can also be found on VOA Learning English and News in
Levels. We also have the print edition of Easy English News in the ELL collection at
the library. Unfortunately, The Times in Plain English is no longer updated regularly, and
after next month, Newsela will have fewer articles available for free.

If you are interested in using News for You with your learner, please contact me for the
password. Happy reading!

Tutor Profile

This is the third in a series of profiles of ELL tutors and learners.

Ken has been part of the ELL program for about one year. He decided to get involved
because he thought it would be intellectually challenging, he wanted to meet new
people, and he liked the idea of volunteering at the library, which he often visits with his
kids.

Ken meets one-on-one with his learner, Andrey, who is from Belarus. He likes being
able to discuss a variety of topics, some of which he doesn’'t know much about, and
hearing Andrey’s perspectives on the United States and other countries. “It's something
| enjoy and get meaning out of,” he says.

Ken and Andrey focus on vocabulary, using a shared Google Doc in order to keep a list
of new words and definitions. In addition, Ken has Andrey read articles aloud so that he
can correct Andrey's pronunciation and go over new vocabulary. Then Andrey explains
the articles in his own words and they discuss the topics together.

A former high school history teacher, Ken decided to start teaching a class at the
library, Beginner Grammar, earlier this year. “l wanted to teach a class because | always
liked teaching. It's kind of like a performance in some ways. It's kind of exhilarating,” he
explains. He appreciates having adult students who are interested and engaged, and he
likes the fact that teaching a class is a different experience than tutoring one-on-one.

Ken's advice for new tutors:

e Treat learners as adults. “They are perfectly fluent in their own language and are
smart, capable, and knowledgeable. Tutors should understand that and respect
that.”

e Choose topics that will interest learners. “It matters a lot to have things that they
are interested in talking about.”

» Be prepared. “Have something planned out, certainly at the beginning, because
they are going to look to you to be the teacher. They want you to take the lead
and do something. “
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One of the books that I've used most often with English learners is called Victor's
Secret, by Elizabeth Neblett. It's about a man from Brazil who never finished high
school (this is his secret); he goes back to school as an adult while trying to keep the
secret from his family. The three other books in the series (known as “Modern
Dramas,” all by the same author) are Solomon the Superintendent, Lucy and the Piano
Player, and Ramona’s Adventure, and they range in level from high beginner to
intermediate. Each book has around 10 short chapters, and each chapter contains
related vocabulary exercises, dialogues for students to practice speaking, and life
skills activities based on the content of the chapter. The stories are fun and often lead
to interesting discussions. | hope you check them out!

Program News

e The tutoring program will start accepting applications from learners again later
this month. Because of high demand, it will be limited to Newton residents.
However, learners who live in other cities will still be able to participate in our
classes and conversation groups.

¢ Last month's workshop with Jayme Adelson-Goldstein, about using ELL
textbooks more effectively, was a success. If you are interested in watching the
recording, please let me know.

¢ Did you know that the learner’s permit exam is offered in 35 languages? In March
the Massachusetts RMV announced seven new languages for the test. You can
read the announcement and see the full list of languages here. All of the
languages commonly spoken in our program are included.

Until next time,
Andrew

Andrew Shapira

ELL and Literacy Coordinator
Newton Free Library

330 Homer Street

Newton, MA 02459
617-796-1364
newtonfreelibrary.net/ell
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