' Newton

English Language Learning Program Newsletter
January/February 2024

Learner Survey

How happy are you with your tutor?
153 responses
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In December an anonymous survey was sent out to learners matched with a tutor. 153
learners responded — a response rate of 58%. Their feedback was extremely positive!
Here is what one learner had to say:

“I LOVE my lessons with my tutor because she not only teaches me language skills
such as vocabulary and grammar but also provides me with knowledge about culture,
traditions, and history, helping me adapt to my new life in America. Moreover, she has
given me lots of support and encouragement, empowering me to face challenges and
seize opportunities. With her guidance, I've started to gain confidence in speaking
English, and | am no longer worried about my accent or intimated being an immigrant
in social or corporate environments. She has become a very important friend in my life,
and | truly enjoy our lessons. She is an incredible language master, there is so much
more | want to continue learning with her. She is also so kind, devoting a lot of her free
time to my learning.”

| have collected a variety of other responses that | found interesting and useful here.
Please take a look — and give yourself a pat on the back!

Tutor Roundtable

I'm happy to announce that next month there will be another tutor roundtable. This is
an opportunity for tutors to share experiences and exchange ideas about teaching
English learners. It's a great way to learn about all the wonderful things that other
volunteers are doing!

Some of you may have attended some of my roundtables for newly trained tutors.
However, this one is open to all tutors, regardless of how long they’'ve been part of the
program. Also, this event will be led by an experienced volunteer and English teacher,
Margaret (pictured above with her former student, Maggie), who will surely be an
excellent facilitator!

This event is scheduled for Wednesday, March 20, at 1:00 p.m., and it will take place at
the library. You can sign up here. Space is limited, so please sign up only if you are
sure that you can attend. Please come with questions and note anything that you
would like to discuss on the registration form!

New Print Resources
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There are some exciting new additions to the ELL and Literacy collection on the third
floor! Here is a little about them:

o The ELT Grammar Book — A new edition of this fun and helpful guide to grammar
for English teachers and tutors. It covers topics like verb tenses, phrasal verbs,
modals (can, could, would, etc.), and more. It's a nice complement to Keith
Folse's books on teaching grammar, The Grammar Answer Key and Keys to
Teaching Grammar to English Language Learners.

o Zero Prep Activities for All Levels — A classic resource for ESL teachers looking
to expand their repertoire of activities that don’t require extensive preparation.
Some activities are intended for large groups of students but can be adapted for
tutoring purposes. The new edition has ideas for both in-person and online
lessons.

o Zero Prep Activities for Beginners — Similar to the above, but for beginner
learners.

e Password — The new edition of the Password series, which focuses on reading
and vocabulary development. Each chapter contains a nonfiction reading
passage, related vocabulary exercises, discussion questions, and more. There
are five levels. Look for call number LIT 428.6 B97P.

e Books by Eric Shuel — Eric is a popular presenter at ELL programs around the
state, and he recently led some recent workshops for our tutors. He has self-
published a series of books with many ideas for practice activities, teaching
grammar, working with beginners, and more. Look for call number LIT 428.7 S56.

Grammar Corner
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This is the first in a series of mini lessons on common grammar issues among
English learners.

| recently had a conversation with an English learner in which she told me that she was
“very interesting to learn English.” Of course, she meant to say, “l am very interestedin
learning English.” This is an example of a mistake with participial adjectives, which are
words that end in “ed” or “ing” but function as adjectives, not verbs. Other examples
include: excited/exciting, embarrassed/embarrassing, annoyed/annoying,
surprised/surprising, and tired/tiring. Typically we use the “ed” word (the past
participle) to describe how a person feels (“I am bored”), and we use the “ing” word (the
present participle) to describe the reason or cause of a feeling (“This movie is boring”).
These can be hard for learners to distinguish in conversation, and it's common for
them to produce sentences like:

The soccer game was really entertained.

| feel frustrating when | can't think of a word.

| think that artificial intelligence is so fascinated!
He was very disappointing after losing the race.

How can we help learners when they make mistakes like these? Beyond traditional
practice activities that one might find in a grammar book or online, here are some tips:

o Ask your learner: “When do you feel frustrated?,” “What was surprising when you
first came to the United States?,” “Tell me about a time when you felt annoyed,”
and so on. It's best when students can talk about themselves using these words
(or any new vocabulary that they learn). Relevance is key!

» Write a paragraph (about your learner, your learner's country, yourself, etc.) with
these words missing and have your learner fill in the blanks. Provide the verbs
(e.g., “excite” or "interest") if needed.

» Show pictures of people with various emotions and have your learner describe
them using these adjectives.

» Words ending in “ed” (whether functioning as adjectives or verbs) are often hard
for learners to pronounce. They can practice by recording themselves with
WhatsApp or similar tools.

Program News

o Last month we had our biggest group of new tutors in recent years, with 35
volunteers attending the training. Many have reported hearing about the program
from friends or family members, so thank you for spreading the word!

e Some interesting data from the results of my most recent tutoring report form:
43% of tutors meet in person with their learner in person, 39% meet online, and
18% meet both in person and online.

* A new session of group classes will begin in April. Information about them will
be sent to learners by email and posted on our website.

Until next time,
Andrew
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